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vexed question ' at once. It was maintained very
warmly but pleasantly until our arrival at the
Springs. We found the best hotels crowded to
suffocation, and finally took lodgings at the Pavil-
ion. Here I found Dr. Farnsworth, of Massa-
chusetts, and his daughter, and several other
acquaintances, among others two young South
Carolinians, upon whom I had formerly bestowed
some attention, during their summer sojourn,
some years ago, in my native town. They were
apparently as pleased to meet me as if I had not
been opposed to their ' peculiar institution.'
Our Mississippi friend was full of politeness and
good nature, and I believe would have been ready
to lynch on the spot any one who should have
assailed his Quaker friend. He came to the con-
clusion that the abolitionists were shamefully
libeled, and that we were the true friends of the
South. Many of my Massachusetts friends have
arrived at the Springs, during the last two or three
days. I ani on the whole enjoying myself quite
well, and my health is, I think, most decidedly
improved, not by drinking the rascally drugged
water here, but by travel, exercise, and open air.
I wish thee was here, that we might laugh together
at the ten thousand ridiculous things which are
constantly occurring around us. As it is, I have
laughed alone, and that is hard business. It is an
admirable place here to study human nature j to
watch the manifestations of its pride, vanity, and
jealousy; to note the early developments of love,
the agony of disappointment, of baffled aims, of
wasted affections, of unshared sympathies; Hope